
Reflection for Sunday 20th June 2021
The genius of Jesus…...crossing lines

Led by Gordon, with help from Mary music performed by the choir of Dunblane Cathedral, and Leslie McCracken.

Welcome
Welcome to our online service this week, coming to you from up in the hills looking down on 
Grantown – one of my favourite spots.

We’re continuing our series of reflections looking at some of the aspects of Jesus that show us the 
heart of God...the genius of Jesus, if you like.

So find somewhere quiet for a wee while with God, and with each other, as we join with worship and 
wondering from our own homes.

Here, in this place, and every place, new light is streaming and today is a new day full of possibilities.
God’s love is there for us all.  Let’s worship God.

Hymn 623: Here in this place new light is streaming           Marty Haugen (b.1950)

Tune: ‘Gather us in’  https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/hymn/623-here-in-this-place-new-light-is-streaming           Marty Haugen (b.1950)

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away,
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in—the lost and forsaken,
gather us in—the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young—our lives are a mystery,
we are the old who yearn for your face,
we have been sung throughout all of history,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in—the rich and the haughty,
gather us in—the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away,
but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us for ever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in—all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Words and music: © 1982 GIA Publications Inc, IL, USA.  Performed by the choir and organist of Dunblane Cathedral

Prayers at the beginning of our worship
Creator God, maker of all things in heaven and on earth, we praise you for your creativity.  We live in 
a world of opportunity and rich expression: from cosmos to cupcake, from deep sea trenches to Deep
Sea World, from Everest to Dead Sea, from elephant to minnow, from Giant Redwood to Snowdrop, 
all speak of the creativity that finds its source in you.

The poet wrote, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and 
there was morning.”  But the seventh day was blessed, a day of rest, a day to celebrate the birthing 
of creation, a day for bunting and cake, for song and dance.

On the seventh day of this week we gather as your people, and recognise your blessing upon us.  
Yet we acknowledge also that our celebrations can seem half-hearted, our joy in worship can be 
distracted, and our thoughts are still bound to the activities of the week since passed.  Forgive us, 
Lord, when we fail to recognise the Sabbath as the celebration of new life, of freedom from bondage 
and as the door to another week of opportunity to serve and be served.

May we allow your new life, to flood our hearts, to equip our souls, to refresh our minds, to strengthen
our bodies, for worship in your name.    Found in 'Spill the Beans', vol.8, p.116 © 2013 Spill the Beans Resource Team

We ask all this in the prayers deep in our hearts, but also said out loud, using old words that still paint
a picture of your kingdom and our place in it.  So hear us as we say together...

https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/hymn/623-here-in-this-place-new-light-is-streaming


Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Readings: Isaiah 58:9b-14
’You must remove the burdensome yoke from among you and stop pointing fingers and speaking 
sinfully.  You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed.  Then your light will dispel the 
darkness, and your darkness will be transformed into noonday.  The Lord will continually lead you; he
will feed you even in parched regions.  He will give you renewed strength, and you will be like a well-
watered garden, like a spring that continually produces water.  Your perpetual ruins will be rebuilt; 
you will re-establish the ancient foundations.  You will be called, ‘The one who repairs broken walls, 
the one who makes the streets inhabitable again.’

You must observe the Sabbath rather than doing anything you please on my holy day.  You must 
look forward to the Sabbath and treat the Lord’s holy day with respect.  You must treat it with respect 
by refraining from your normal activities and by refraining from your selfish pursuits and from making 
business deals.  Then you will find joy in your relationship to the Lord, and I will give you great 
prosperity, and cause crops to grow on the land I gave to your ancestor Jacob.”  Know for certain that
the Lord has spoken.                 Read by Mary Duncanson from the New English Translation  NET Bible® ©1996-2017 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://netbible.com

Luke 13:10-17
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath, and a woman was there who had 
been disabled by a spirit for eighteen years.  She was bent over and could not straighten herself up 
completely.  When Jesus saw her, he called her to him and said, “Woman, you are freed from your 
infirmity.”  Then he placed his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.  
But the president of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the 
crowd, “There are six days on which work should be done!  So come and be healed on those days, 
and not on the Sabbath day.”  Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites!  Does not each of you 
on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from its stall and lead it to water?  Then shouldn’t this 
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be released from this 
imprisonment on the Sabbath day?”  When he said this, all his adversaries were humiliated, but the 
entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things he was doing.

Read by Mary Duncanson from the New English Translation  NET Bible® ©1996-2017 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://netbible.com

Reflection
If there’s one thing the Kirk does awfy well, it’s ‘aye been’.  We can ‘aye been’ with bells on!  “You 
can’t do that, because….” is a familiar phrase and we love to create ten rules when one would 
probably do!

But it seems it has always been this way.  The President of the Synagogue likes a good rule.  And, 
reading between the lines, the people of Isaiah’s time seemed to need a little bit of corrective advice 
about their rule observance.  Humanity likes to have rules, even if we’re not always so keen to 
observe them.

The genius of Jesus that we’re pondering this week is the way he sees the lines we all seem to want 
to draw in the sand, and then goes out of his way to cross them.  And in doing that, each and every 
time, he points to the heart rather than the head.

The President of the Synagogue wasn’t doing anything wrong.  There were good rules in place about 
Sabbath observance and he was just sticking to them.  Rules that had served them well.  But they’d 
got all mixed up and distanced from why they were there in the first case.

Taking time out to be with God is a good thing.  A very good thing.  Finding space to release yourself 
from the burdens of life is a good thing.  A  very good thing.  Giving others the chance of that same 



space and that same time with God is also a good thing.  A very good thing.  The whole idea of 
Sabbath is a very good thing!

But if we’re so obsessed with the rules, and, in Isaiah’s words, don’t “remove the burdensome yoke” 
from someone if we have the power to, then we pretty badly miss the point.  That was Jesus’ beef 
with the folks in the Synagogue that day.  Not their observance, but their lack of understanding and 
their lack of heart.  They’d heard the rule bit of Isaiah, but had forgotten all about the why.  That is 
something that I reckon we are all guilty of, at least some of the time.

Jesus challenges our assumptions and our barriers.  The lines we draw.  The boundaries we build.  
The black and white world that some of us would prefer to inhabit.

Jesus challenges all of that and asks us, instead, to be guided by following him.  To look to the heart 
of God and let that guide our response to the situation in front of us and the time we are in.

Jesus crossed lines not to antagonise or to create a barny (though that was often the result!) but 
because he cared.  God cares, and Jesus crossing our daft, man-made lines in the sand is a gift and 
part of the life-changing example he gives us all.

Hymn 191: Do not be afraid       Gerald Markland (b.1953)
Tune: ‘Do not be afraid'  https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/hymn/191-do-not-be-afraid-for-i-have-redeemed-you   Gerald Markland (b.1953), arr. Roland T. Fudge (b.1947)

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by your name; you are mine.

1. When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you;
you will never sink beneath the waves.

2. When the fire is burning all around you,
you will never be consumed by the flames.

3. When the fear of loneliness is looming,
then remember I am at your side.

4. When you dwell in the exile of a stranger,
remember you are precious in my eyes.

5. You are mine, O my child, I am your Father,
and I love you with a perfect love.

Words & music © 1978 Kevin Mayhew Ltd., Suffolk.  Performed by the choir and organist of Dunblane Cathedral

Prayer for ourselves and others
This is the day you have made, Lord God.  You have made it, and it is holy.  All that you have 
touched and breathed into life is holy.  All of creation.  All of us.

This is the day that you have made and we pray for a release from the burdensome yoke that so 
many are under.  For healing and wholeness.  For life in it’s fullness.  For love, your love, to be felt in 
every heart and for those hearts to be changed as a result.

And so, in the quietness, help our hearts to be drawn into yours.  Where are the yokes that we can lift
from others?  Where are the boundaries that exclude or entrap?  Show us, God.

Pause

For all of your creation we pray, for it really is holy.  Where it groans, bring peace.  Where is labours, 
bring relief.  Where it is held captive, bring release.  Help us all to see the divine, you, in all around us
and to be a part of lavish sprinkling of love that Jesus does, choosing liberty over limitation.

This is the day that you have made, help us to rejoice and be glad in it, crossing lines to help others 
to rejoice and be glad, too.

And for those who find gladness too hard to find just now, where death’s sting is real and so sore, 
help the rest of us to hold them in the darkness, shining your light for them as they stumble their way 
through.  May they know even just a little of the hope that tells us: love wins.

This is the day that you have made.  A gift from you.  Something Holy and precious.  We thank you 
with all our hearts.  Amen.

Final thought
This week, taking Jesus’ example really to heart, let’s start looking for the lines we have drawn, and 
the ones that are drawn for us, and maybe question why they’re there.  Or the lines the church 
draws?  And what about the lines that our country has drawn at the end of this Refugee Week?  Are 

https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/hymn/191-do-not-be-afraid-for-i-have-redeemed-you


they worth it?  Are they doing what they should?  Are they holding someone else down, under a 
burden?

Let’s all look at our own lines and really question them.  Is Jesus asking us to cross those lines and 
go into a new place where the heart leads?

Blessing
Go from this time together with head held high, revelling in a new perspective of God who stoops to 
meet us on our journey, crossing the road and crossing the lines to bless us with love and fresh 
insight every day.         Adapted from a sending found in 'Spill the Beans', vol.8, p.118 © 2013 Spill the Beans Resource Team

May the blessing of our amazing God of love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all, always.  
Amen.

Hymn 709: The right hand of God is writing in our land   Patrick Prescod (1932-2013)

Tune: ‘Right hand'  https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/hymn/709-the-right-hand-of-god-is-writing-in-our-land       Noel G. Dexter (1938-2019), arr. Carlton R. Young (b.1926)

1. The right hand of God is writing in our land,
writing with power and with love,
our conflicts and our fears,
our triumphs and our tears
are recorded by the right hand of God.

2. The right hand of God is pointing in our land,
pointing the way we must go,
so clouded is the way,
so easily we stray,
but we’re guided by the right hand of God.

3. The right hand of God is striking in our land,
striking at envy, hate, and greed.
Our selfishness and lust,
our pride and deeds unjust
are exposed by the right hand of God.

4. The right hand of God is lifting in our land,
lifting the fallen one by one.
Each one is known by name,
and rescued now from shame
by the lifting of the right hand of God.

5. The right hand of God is healing in our land,
healing broken bodies, minds, and souls.
So wondrous is its touch
with love that means so much,
when we’re healed by the right hand of God.

6. The right hand of God is planting in our land,
planting seeds of freedom, hope, and love.
In near and far-flung lands
let people all join hands,
and be one with the right hand of God.

Words and music © 1981 Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC), Port-of-Spain, Trinidad.  Performed by Leslie McCracken
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